THE   GREAT WAR.
characteristic of the man.   The Canadians loved him, and
rightly so.
That reminds me of another story about him. H.R.H.
the Duke of Connaught was to have presented prizes at my
old school, Cheltenham College, soon after the war, but he
was indisposed and could not go. I was deputed to get a
distinguished soldier, so I got Lord Byng. He started his
speech by saying that he could not think why he had been
asked, as he had been at Eton, and had been bottom of Eton
until his great friend Harry Rawlinson (Lord Rawlinson) had
taken his place! What he principally remembered about
Eton was swopping a pair of trousers and a pineapple for two
guinea pigs! The boys simply loved him and followed him
about all over the playground trying to get his autograph.
The whole nation has been stirred to the core at the warmth
of the welcome given to our King and Queen during their
visit to Canada and the United States, but those of us who,
like myself, had the privilege of serving with the gallant
Canadians in the Great War can perhaps picture that welcome
more clearly. It must have been quite wonderful, for they
are a wonderful people and never forget one. I have kept in
touch with many since those days, and I hope very much that
I shall be able to visit that great country at a later date. They
have asked me twice, and only recently they wired to ask me
if I could go to Toronto on Empire Day to take the salute of
40,000 ex-Canadian Corps soldiers. I only wish it had been
possible. My regiment (The King's) is allied to the Toronto
Grenadiers, and I shall always remember that this regiment
sent a detachment of officers and men, at its own expense, to
take part with my regiment in the Aldershot Tattoo when I
was C.-in-C. at Aldershot.
The response to the nation's call for this war has shown
"Canada at her best". She has sent us truly magnificent
contingents. I have been privileged to meet many*
I have also the honour of being president of the Canadian